IAN MENZEL
- Chief steward/licensing secretary -
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 Perhaps another quiet achiever around the club, Ian Menzel has been involved in the Horsham Motor Sports Club since the late 60’s and early 70’s as a driver and member.
 Menzel regained his interest through his son Matt when he read about the Blue Ribbon Raceway track being proposed in the Wimmera Mail Times.

 In the past he has been vice president for a season and also he has been on the committee for a number of years.

 Today Menzel still contributes copious amounts of time to the club, working as the licensing secretary, chief steward on race days, committee member and as a junior driver program teacher.

 As the licensing secretary he must ensure that all drivers, pit crew and officials with the necessary information and paperwork for them to obtain their licenses and register their race cars.
 Any money for licenses, membership and/or car registration must be handled and membership money must be forwarded to the club treasurer.

 Often forms are required to be checked over to ensure they are fully correct and then forwarded to the appropriate bodies.

 Menzel said he must also maintain records related to licenses and ensure the scrutineers and stewards have registered for the current season.
 “Maintaining records for drivers and their race car details and numbers has been made easier with the help of Graham Gerlach and his computer skills” he said.

 One of Menzel’s other roles in the club is the race day chief steward, this roles requires him to act as the umpire for racing.
 “As chief steward my role is to ensure that al drivers compete in a safe environment and to enforce the rules therefore providing all drivers with a fair and equal opportunity” stated Menzel.
 He must oversee and police all related instances that may arise during a race meeting with the help of the pit marshals.

 Another of his roles, the junior program teacher, is perhaps one that directly affects the future of the club with respect to drivers.
 After all, our juniors are our future….therefore providing opportunities for our youth to learn to drive in a safe environment on the track is vital to the club’s future.

 Menzel takes on the responsibility of managing the drivers knowledge throughout the program, be this on or off the track.

 “We work as part of a team to teach young drivers the rules and safe driving practices of speedway” he said.

 Finally, Menzel is part of the fundamental committee who help make decisions on behalf of all club members.

 He, along with the other committee members is required to be actively involved with the decision making, and attend all meetings held.

 As a reliable volunteer for the club, Menzel believes all members should aim to become active within the club.

 “This involves attending meetings, working bees, as well as being a helper during race meetings” he suggested.

 “It’s like the old saying – many hands make light work”

